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محمد وعلى آلھ وصحبھبسم هللا الرحمن الرحیم والصالة والسالم على نبینا   

Islam in the Eyes of Non Muslims and the Media: The Muslims’ Concerns 

A public lecture delivered by  

Dr. Abdul-Razzaq Abdul-Majeed Alaro  

aralaro@hotmail.com 

To start with, let me narrate to you the experience of a former Minister in this country  

1- He was told by an aged messenger, to whom he had shown much empathy,  ‘You are 

too good to be a Muslim’. 

2- Also personally,  I was once at MM Airport performing ablution …. And I was told, 

‘should I wait for you while you bath’ . Ironically, a top managerial staff-member told me 

that in his own branch of Stanbic IBTC  bank,  a special provision for ablution section in 

their toilets was possible because the  foreign owners of the bank requested same to 

be done.  

Here some may like to say, ‘But you should not expect a secular state like Nigeria to start 

providing facilities for the practice of Islam; MM is a public place’.  

Well, this is what I believe is and shall continue to be why solutions to our many socio-political 

challenges are still eluding us in this country. We are not prepared yet to call a spade a spade.  

Nigeria is a secular state but yet, we work on Fridays but not on Sundays;  all our schools 

must be on vacation for the most part of December to allow for Christmas and New Year 

celebration; Cross and not the crescent must symbolize our health care facilities, and the list 

goes on. The unmistakable interpretation of all this is that all what have become official norms 

in Nigeria today are greatly influenced by the religious practices of our former colonial 

masters. Britain itself has its own religion; The Queen of England is also the head of the 

Church of England 

 A Yoruba adage has it that ‘Ajoje o dun benikan o ba ni’. How can you continue to preach 

secularism to me, when I observe that my partner’s religious practices are almost exclusively  

favoured in the guise of being the “Official … holiday ….. dress code …. Official … law of the 

land ”.    

This, they have realized in other parts of the world and they are making remarkable changes 

and amendments to enhance peaceful co-existence and  create  grudge or rancour free 
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societies. That’s why it is possible today for an American female police official to wear hijab 

under her police cap, for this same reason it became acceptable in the UK for a sikh legal 

practitioner to go to court in turban (lawani). Have you ever seen the Indian Prime minister in 

his sikh’s turban? 

So, dear fellow citizens of this country, Muslims and Christians alike,  let’s stop the hypocrisy 

and double standard dealing. This country belongs to all of us and we must all be stakeholders 

in its prosperity, success and stability.  

And to those who want the status quo to continue, because of their egocentric, self-centred  

dispositions, we are saying,  remember that when people have nothing, they have nothing to 

loose.  Our leaders should pls take the necessary initiatives or else people will take laws into 

their own hands.     

 

Our topic today says, “ Islam or Muslims in the eyes of  non-Musims and the Media  ”. I want 

to give kudos to the organizers who coined  the topic that way. Yes …. In the eyes of both 

non- Muslims  and the Media : The two are actually linked and interwoven : It is the Media that 

defines and shapes  what Islam is to the majority of  non Muslims today.  

International events suffer peculiarly from the impact of the mass media on the formation of 

‘public opinion’. The media not only constitutes almost the sole source of information for the 

images and attitudes that they create, they also perpetuate historically inherited stereotypes 

and cultural imaginaries of Islam and Muslims.  

Some international media in particular not only perpetuate lies about Islam, its Prophets and 

teachings alone, but systematically block any attempt to confirm the true positions of Islam on 

issues of controversy.   

Now listen to the French Surgeon ,Dr. Maurice Bucaille in his epoch-making work: La Bible, Le 

Coran et la Science (The Bible, the Qur’an and Science) lamenting the situation in the West as 

to the image of Islam and Muslims 

“The above facts concerning Islam are not generally known in the West. This is hardly 

surprising, when we consider the way so many generations in the West were instructed in the 

religious problems facing humanity and the ignorance in which they were kept about anything 

related to Islam. (pII, introduction) 
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He continued: 

“In what contempt the Muslims are held by certain Christian circles! I experienced this when I 

tried to start an exchange of ideas arising from a comparative analysis of Biblical and Quranic 

stories on the same theme. I noted a systematic refusal, even for the purposes of simple 

reflection, to take any account of what the Quran had to say on the subject in hand. It is as if a 

quote from the Quran were a reference to the Devil”. (pII, introduction) 

 

Apart from the deliberate distortion of Islam and calculated misrepresentation of its teachings, 

one other important factor shaping the worldview of non Muslims about Islam is the sheer 

ignorance about Islam and what Islam exactly stands for.  An example may be apposite here 

too.  

 I was in South Africa last month when a highly educated  non Muslim asked me this question, 

‘You claimed that Muhammad is a prophet or messenger but I have read the Bible many times 

and could not even find his name, despite the fact that even less important personalities are 

mentioned in the Bible’.  

Then I told her how could that be possible, when Muhammad salla Allahu alaihi wasallam was 

actually born almost six hundred years after Jesus alayhi sallam. It is as absurd as someone 

may be after a hundred years  claiming that Obama was never the first African-American 

President, for if he were  William Shakespeare must have said something either about him or 

about such a monumental achievement (First Black to rule in the most powerful nation in the 

world).  (Shakespeare died since 23rd April 1616 at the age of 52). 

I went ahead to tell her how Muslims hold both Jesus and Mary in very high esteem (While 

Muhammad and his religion continue to be subjected to uninterrupted contempt in their own 

writings). She was so excited and astonished to learn that a whole chapter of Al-Qur’an 

actually bears  Mary’s name.  

  

Members of the audience, by the instrumentality  of the above mentioned factors (deliberate 

distortion or  sheer ignorance of and about Islam), Islam and Muslims are projected in such a 

horrible and appalling manner that many non- Muslims around today find it difficult to reconcile 

the fact that Islam is said to be so bad and yet has over a billion adherents all over the world. It 

is also believed that this same religion that is being unfairly  maligned and severely criticized  



4 
 

is the fastest growing religion in the world, especially in the developing and developed 

countries.  What an irony.  

Did you hear that? Despite all the criticism, disparagement, finger pointing  and fault-finding, 

Islam remains the number one growing religion in the world, based on verifiable statistics 

(from CNN and others). Allah has spoken the truth:  “They desire to put out the light of Allah 

with their mouths, and Allah will allow nothing save the perfection of His light, though the 

disbelievers may be uncomfortable with that. 

َكافِ  َْو َكِرَه الْ ْن ُیِتمَّ ُنوَرهُ َول َ الَّ أ ِ ُ إ َبى هللاَّ ْ ْفَواِھِھْم َوَیأ َ أ ِ بِ ْن ُیْطِفُئوا ُنوَر هللاَّ َ 32: التوبة [ُروَن ُیِریُدوَن أ ]  

  

My duty here today is not  to convince any doubting Thomas about the divinity of Islam 
and rationality of its teaching, especially if that is borne out of hatred, intolerance or passion 

for dominance over others. Rather I’m here today to persuade all peace loving members of the 

large human community to objectively assess Islam and see reasons for it being declared as 

the Religion acceptable to the Creator of all, Allah subhanau wa taaala.   إن الدین عند هللا اإلسالم        

 

Issues of concern  

1- Jihad 

Jihad is perhaps the most controversial issue through which many non Muslims see Islam as a 

violent religion and Muslims as being blood-thirsty war-mongers. 

No country without a Ministry of Defence (Some until recently had Ministry of War. US had 

Department of war until 1949). 

1% of the weapon 's budget world over is sufficient to send every child to school throughout 

the world.  ((Source: Al-Jazeera satellite Channel on 4th July 2009: Minbar al-Jazeera)) 

Some of the verses usually referred to by the antagonists to malign Islam is Tawbah 123 

َنَّ  َُموا أ َظًة َواْعل َیِجُدوا فِیُكْم ِغلْ َّاِر َولْ ُكف ُوَنُكْم ِمَن الْ ِذیَن َیل َّ ُوا ال َاِتل ِذیَن آَمُنوا ق َّ َھا ال یُّ َ ِقیَن  َیا أ ُمتَّ َ َمَع الْ 123: التوبة [ هللاَّ ] 

“O you who believe! Fight those of the disbelievers who are close to you, and let them find 

firmness  in you, and know that Allah is with those who are the pious ones”. 
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This verse (Surat Tawbah (9): 123) speaks in a particular context, and that is the context of 

war. This would become clearer if you read the preceding verse (122). Unless the verse is put 

into that context, one may erroneously give a wrong interpretation to it.  

The best way to comprehend the true import of the Quranic verses is to x-ray same through 

the lenses of the life, works and sayings of the Prophet (Salla Allahu alayhi wa ssalam)- the 

sole communicator of the Qur'anic message to the entire mankind.  

That the prophet (Salla Allahu alayhi wa ssalam) actually lived and transacted business with 

unbelievers in Madinah (the first capital of an Islamic state) until the time of his death, is 

sufficient a proof that not all non-Muslims are to be taken as our enemies. Hence his (the 

Prophet's) declaration in an authentic hadith that "Whoever kills a mu'ahad (a non-Muslim 

having a treaty with the Muslims or a non-Muslim citizen in an Islamic state) shall not smell the 

(fragrant) smell of Paradise, though it can be smelled from the distance of 40 years (of 

travelling)! " (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 3 p.1155). 

War as a social phenomenon is undesirable in all religions and civilizations, but more often 

than not humanity has been forced to wage wars as a necessity when all other routes to 

peace are blocked. The US President and Commander-in-Chief, who authorized the use of 

atomic bomb in Hiroshima and Nagasaki (Japan) knew it would be very disastrous and 

catastrophic, but in his desperate yearning for PEACE he had to fight such a devastating and 

ruinous WAR. Not too different from this are the various PEACE keeping FORCE we now 

have today on many continents of the world; the implication of which is: sometimes you may 

not achieve peace unless you use force. Peace is therefore the norm, but war may be 

necessary if all other options fail. This has always been the human concept of war and peace 

and the correlation of the two, so one wonders why all the stigmatization against Muslims and 

Jihad! Chapter 7, Articles 41 and 42 of the UN Charter says it clearly that war may be 

necessary to maintain or restore peace and security even under International Law. The 

internationally fought wars in the recent past in many parts of the world (in Europe (The 

Balkans), Africa (Libya) and Middle East) are all discernible pointers to this reality. 

In a nutshell , Jihad (exertion of effort in Arabic) does not always mean going to war, but war 

cannot be totally eliminated from its concept. Interestingly, this is not peculiar to Islam or we 

Muslims alone, it is, as a matter of fact, a universal concept; war and peace are twin brothers.  

A quick flash back into the history of Islam will actually reveal that -Muslims were persecuted 

for many years in Makkah ( ...هللا عنھما  قصة بالل قبل أن یعتقھ الصدیق رضي..... صبرا آل یاسر  ) before they 

were even allowed to fight back in the face of persecution and frustration.  
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Even at war and belligerence, the kind of war allowed by Islam must be both responsible and 

reasonable  in objective, method and conduct. Hence: 

1-The objective must not be for just material gain like war in order to colonize people of a 

particular country and thereby cause many lives, dignities and properties to perish. (Western 

powers and colonized states in Africa and Asia in particular).    

 As the objective of an approved war must not be just to kill, the Qur'an orders that: " ْن َجَنُحوا   ِ َوإ

ََھا  َاْجَنْح ل ِم ف لْ 61: األنفال [لِلسَّ ] " i.e. peace must be the utmost objective at all time, and even a war 

must cease the moment your opposition asks for peace and negotiation (Reverse is the case 

in many wars today!) 

2- No indiscriminate killing (Non-combatants must be spared. Specific mention of women, 

children and even pastors or priests was made in hadith ….) 

3-No Mass Destruction (US is the only nation in history to have used an atomic bomb,  yet it is 

policing the world to say who can own and who cannot, because THEY MAY US IT . WHAT 

OF A COUNTRY THAT HAS ACTUALLY USED IT .  

4- No mutilation of corpses… hadith 

5- Prisoners must be treated honourably. 

6- Peace first, unless if rejected (War is the third and last option as narrated in a hadith). 

If any Muslim from any part of the world should act in a way that is incompatible with all 
these provisions of the Islamic law then he/she should be the one to be queried not Islam.  

But unfortunately today if a Muslim perpetrates any unlawful act the first to be attacked in the 

Media is his religion, Islam. However when someone murdered a total of 77 lives in Norway, 

Europe, no body asked of his church , denomination, or religious affiliation. 

 

Women’s Right  

Part of what the media  uses as yardstick to measure the acceptability of Islam and Muslims is 

the right of women. 

In the history of man and up till today, in no other religion are women so respected,  honoured 

and catered for as preached and legislated by Islam.  
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Where its antagonists seem to have missed the point is that, Allah created male and female to 

play complementary roles, and should not necessarily be in competition with one another 
( ِسُكْم َومِ أزواجا  ُ ْنف َ َُكْم ِمْن أ ََق ل ْن َخل َ ْزَواًجاْن آَیاتِِھ أ َ أ )  spouses, a couple of two things (like a pair of shoe ..... ) 

The world would be better off if this divine arrangement is kept and maintained; separate and 

not conflicting roles in accordance with each and everyone’s natural ability.  Look at the most 

successful individuals around you; if the father had been busy outside catering for the needs 

of the entire family, there must be a mother who delivers well on her responsibilities at the 

home-front. Otherwise neither the man’s effort nor the woman’s would yield meaningful 

results.   

Islam preaches equity not equality  

Gender equality is a mirage unattainable anywhere, and women are likely to be the end 

loosers in this dangerous game. I want to assure you that after assuming all of our roles as 

men you still have to take the burden of carrying pregnancy to term, because no promoter of 

gender equality will actually dare compete with you  in that area. So you will have more 

burden. 

Equality vs Equity   100% for both which one make more sense? Equity  

Men have their roles and women have theirs :(Church of England still do not accept a female 

bishop) The church on November 2oth 2012 (just last week) voted against the idea of having a 

female Bishop. 

Emerging, you getting to a city and ask of your friend who they said has gone to his work in 

the maternity wing of a hospital where all staff are male.  When you enquired about women  

you were told they are all in various construction sites, because they are all CIVIL Engineers.   

(Male midwives and female civil engineers). That should make sense if we are really talking of 

gender equality.  

 On the issue of female inheritance  

In Islam a woman has no financial obligation and the economic responsibility lies on the 

shoulders of the man. Before a woman is married it is the duty of the father or brother to look 

after the lodging, boarding, clothing and other financial requirements of the woman. After she 

is married it is the duty of the husband or the son. Islam holds the man financially responsible 

for fulfilling the needs of his family. In order to be able to fulfill the responsibility the men get 

double the share of the inheritance. 
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However, this is not always the case. In case the deceased has left no ascendant or 

descendent but has left the uterine brother and sister, each of the two inherit one sixth.  

If the deceased has left children, both the parents, the mother and father get an equal share 

and inherit one sixth each. 

In certain cases, a woman can also inherit a share that is double that of the male. If the 

deceased is a woman who has left no children, brothers or sisters and is survived only by her 

husband, mother and father, the husband inherits half the property while the mother inherits 

one third, and the father the remaining one sixth. 

 

More importantly, Compare with a law (Common law) that gives her nothing (if the 
husband had willed everything to others). 

Also it is important to note that men are usually residual  beneficiaries , meaning that they may 

be at risk of getting nothing if nothing is left, but never are women subjected to such a 

treatment under the law  

-Islam gave the women the right to own more that a thousand years before the West in 1882 

(Married Women’s Property’s Act) 

-Islam allows women to remain daughters of their  parents even in Marriage by continuing  to 

use their surnames.  (See the hypocrisy today ....only  if the father is popular and rich they 

keep the name) 

You may not realize how significant this right is unless you are in the picture of what happens 

in other parts of the world,  Japan for instance.  Now listen to the following story ran by the 

Associated Press.  

Japanese women fight to keep surnames in marriage 

 
By MARI YAMAGUCHI, Associated Press – Mon Feb 14, 9:32 pm ET 

TOKYO – A group of Japanese citizens has filed a lawsuit challenging a civil law that 

effectively stops women from keeping their surnames when they marry. 

The 113-year-old law requires married couples to choose just one surname for the man and 

woman to share, and custom means it's usually the man's. 
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The lawsuit alleging that this violates constitutional equality is drawing attention to the rights of 

women in a country where they are underrepresented in corporate, academic and political 

ranks and still expected to do most of the homemaking and childrearing. 

The five plaintiffs — four women and the partner of one of them — are seeking a total of 6 

million yen ($70,000) in damages from the government for their distress and demanding that 

local government offices accept marriage certificates that list their separate surnames. They 

and their supporters say the lawsuit filed Monday is the first to challenge the surname 

requirement in Japan's civil code. 

The case also presents a challenge to Prime Minister Naoto Kan's struggling government and 

his party, which had promised legislation allowing separate surnames. The Democrats' effort 

has stalled in the face of opposition by conservatives in and outside the party and due to 

pressing issues including the economy, tax and social security reforms. 

Kyoko Tsukamoto, a 75-year-old retired teacher from northern Toyama, said she has waited 

for more than 50 years for a change in the law, organizing petitions and lobbying lawmakers at 

Parliament. Now she is losing patience. By tradition, she had to use her husband's surname 

Kojima on their marriage certificate, which means she must also use it on any other legal 

documents. She can use her maiden name only for private purposes. 

"I don't have much time left," Tsukamoto said. "I want to die as Kyoko Tsukamoto." 
 

Hijab  

The superficial interpretation that associates veiled women with submission and the unveiled 

with liberation dominates the media today. 

What Western media give us to understand is that the veiled woman carries out no 

responsibilities and has no professional affiliations. The reality is not only difficult for the West 

to accept, but is irritating, in so far as it fiercely contradicts long–held Western views. 

Morover,  if those who go half naked/nude have the right to do, I wonder why we should 

restrict who want to preserve her dignity by not marketing or parading her body for free should 

be attacked or prevented ? Is this not another true evidence of double standard?  

For the avoidance of any doubt, the hijab of a Muslim women does not prevent her in any way 

from paying her role to the development of Islam and the comunity. That is why we have today 

ministers, chief executives , vice chancellors etc.  in hijabs in many parts of the world.   
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Apostacy and Freedom of Religion 

The Shariah ruling on apostasy is that an apostate is guilty of a treasonable felony and 

thereby receives a death sentence. He should however  be given a respite to repent first, 

before he could be executed.   If he does, then he is welcome back honourably  into the fold of 

Islam. (Some of the hadiths on this ruling could be found in Sahih Bukhari, the Book of Diyyaat 

(no 6878) & the Book of Jihad (no 3017) ) 

I have deliberately used modern legal terms like, 'treasonable felony' 'death sentence' etc to 

allow for an unbiased evaluation of the Shariah's stance on this issue. In Islam, there is no 

compulsion or coercion  to embrace its faith, and that's why it has been so stated categorically 

in Surat Al Baqarah (2): 256. However, no state or authority would take anything capable of 

uprooting its existence with levity; hence any attempt of such even in the secular laws always 

attracts death penalty. The Shariah view of apostasy is that of treason, and this could be 

better understood and appreciated when you recite Surat Al-Imran: 72,  where Allah Taala 

uncovered apostasy  as not just an exercise of one's freedom (as popularly claimed) but a 

calculated plot to undermine and subvert  the nation of Islam. The Jews in those days actually 

devised that ploy by telling some of their followers to go and declare their acceptance of Islam 

only to come back after a while to renounce it and announce to people that they have detected 

it was such a bad faith! Here is the Qur'anic account of their plot:  "And a faction of the People 

of the Scripture say (to each other) 'Believe in that which was revealed to the believers at the 

beginning of the day, but reject it at its end, that perhaps they will return (abandon their 
religion) ".  The last sentence leaves no one in doubt of the true motive for this Satanic plot.  

َتْ  ْھلِ  ِمنْ  َفةٌ َطائِ  َوَقال َ ِكَتابِ  أ َِّذي آِمُنوا الْ ال ِ ْنِزلَ  ب ُ َى أ ِذینَ  َعل َّ ُُروا النََّھاِر  َوْجھَ  آَمُنوا ال ُھمْ  آِخَرهُ َواْكف َّ َعل َ ِالَّ  ُتْؤِمُنوا َوَال ) 72( َیْرِجُعونَ  ل عَ  لَِمنْ  إ  َتبِ

73 ، 72:  عمران آل[  ِدیَنُكمْ  ] 

Allahu akbar, the proofs and evidences still abound even today in our environment. Have we 

forgotten the likes of AKEWU GBA JESU in Yorubaland? Up till this moment there is one 

Christian  who always dress in white jalabia and heavily bearded, who roams around ILORIN 

city to repeat the old Satanic plot of the past, as narrated in the above verse.    

Islam does not coerce people to adopt it, and that is why there were many non-Muslims living 

in the city of Madinah, and with whom the Prophet salla Allah alayhi wa ssalam even 

transacted business until his death. However, Islam has put in place measures to restrain the 

evil minded ones who might want to play with its corporate existence.  
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Conclusions: 

Either by omission or commission, the custodians of Nigerian laws , over the years, have 

systematically made it impossible for a citizen of this country to be simultaneously  law abiding 

and yet be a good Muslim loyal to his/her faith. The equation has always been either for a 

Muslim to obey his God or obey the law, why!   While the onus is on Muslims to fight for their 

constitutional rights, I strongly  believe that as co-citizens, non-Muslims equally have a moral 

obligation to rescue their fellow country men and women from this bondage of neo-

colonization. Had Nigeria been a former colony of any Islamic country, Nigerian Muslims 

would have been morally responsible to come to the aid of their Christian co-citizens as well. 

The law of any society actually mirrors its values, whether moral or religious. And since the 

bulk of the law in operation in Nigeria, including our grundnorm-the constitution,  originates 

from a foreign land, it goes without saying that the religious and moral values of such a 

country are what the law will be safeguarding.  Lord Summer –he himself a non-Muslim- has 

succinctly explained this parable in the following words. 

“Ours is, and always has been, a Christian State. The English family is built on 

Christian ideals, and if the national law is not Christian there is none. English law 

may well be called a Christian law…” (The famous case of Bowman v Secular 

Society Ltd. [1917] AC, 406). 

 

To our fellow co-citizens of the world, we appeal to you to see Islam as the light and not the 

Devil, give yourself a chance to learn about Islam and its true teachings.  On this note, I like to 

quote some statements of non-Muslims who have afforded themselves the opportunity to 

know Islam and never perceive it any more as the Devil:  

W. Montgomery Watt, Islam and Christianity Today, London, 1983, p.IX: 

"I am not a Muslim in the usual sense, though I hope I am a "Muslim" as "one surrendered to 

God", but I believe that embedded in the Quran and other expressions of the Islamic vision are 

vast stores of divine truth from which I and other occidentals have still much to learn, and 

'Islam is certainly a strong contender for the supplying of the basic framework of the one 

religion of the future.'" 
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A.J. Toynbee, Civilization on Trial, New York, 1948, p. 205: 

"The extinction of race consciousness as between Muslims is one of the outstanding 

achievements of Islam and in the contemporary world. There is, as it happens, a crying need 

for the propagation of this Islamic virtue." 

G.B. Shaw, The Genuine Islam, Vol. 1, No. 81936: 

"I have always held the religion of Muhammad in high estimation because of its wonderful 

vitality. it is the only religion which appears to me to possess that assimilating capacity to the 

changing phase of existence which can make itself appeal to every age. I have studied him – 

the wonderful man and in my opinion far from being an anti-Christ, he must be called the 

Savior of Humanity. I believe that if a man like him were to assume the dictatorship of the 

modern world, he would succeed in solving its problems in a way that would bring it the much 

needed peace and happiness: I have prophesied about the faith of Muhammad that it would 

be acceptable to the Europe of tomorrow as it is beginning to be acceptable to the Europe of 

today." 

So we say to Nigeria of tomorrow as well 

Thanks for your attention. 

 


